DATE
NAME OF LEGISLATOR

ADDRESS (street)
ADDRESS (town, state, zip)
Dear Senator/Representative:

I write to you to express my distress at the disproportionate and unjust cut to the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) Program line item (4510-0810) within the Department of Public Health and I urge the legislature to restore these funds through a supplemental budget.  In this most recent round of 9C cuts, Governor Patrick removed $1,000,000 from the SANE line item, reducing the budget by over 30%.  I appreciate that the current fiscal crisis requires cutbacks and forces difficult decisions; however, for the overwhelming burden to be placed on victims of sexual violence, particularly children, is unconscionable.   Of the $8,293,000 cut from the $511,714,000 DPH budget; $1,000,000 was disproportionately taken from the $3,003,000 SANE budget. After the first round of 9C cuts in July 2009, the legislature demonstrated the importance of these services and restored $500,000 to the line item; unfortunately, the Governor in turn vetoed all but $150,000. 
In addition to the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program (SANE) which includes the pediatric response (Pedi SANE), dollars from this line item provide funding for medical advocates based in rape crisis centers and for the Commonwealth’s eleven Children’s Advocacy Centers (CACs) representing each judicial district.  I know that the legislature has had to make very difficult decisions in this challenging fiscal crisis.  Further reductions to this line item will have a devastating impact on the ability to treat child victims of sexual and severe physical abuse and to compassionately and effectively work with child victims to gather the evidence necessary to investigate and prosecute offenders.   
The cuts levied by the Governor will significantly disrupt the statewide comprehensive, streamlined, victim centered CAC service delivery system.  Our community will see the loss of the CAC personnel as well as the specialized pediatric forensic medical examinations and evidence collection completed by Pedi SANE staff and will see child sexual abuse investigations retrograde to individual agency response which are less victim sensitive and more costly to taxpayers.  The Massachusetts Children’s Alliance (MACA), a leader in the country among its counterparts in other states, is a membership organization comprised of the state’s CACs.  MACA has helped ensure that a growing number of the Commonwealth’s CACs are nationally accredited and it is the organization through which appropriated federal funds and the state funds are administered. 

Children’s Advocacy Centers:
· Served over 6000 children in Massachusetts last year; 660 sexually abused children under 12 received the specialized medical services of a Pediatric Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner  (Pedi SANE) within the child friendly setting of a CAC

· Provide coordinated investigations and medical and counseling services to child victims of sexual violence and severe physical abuse 

· Remove sex offenders from our communities faster through coordinated and legally sound investigations with specialized medical providers collecting forensic evidence

· Saves the state $1000 per case by coordinating investigations*
I believe that our community benefits significantly from our local Children’s Advocacy Center located at (insert address of the program serving your town).   As one of your constituents, I urge you to support the restoration of the funds cut from the SANE budget and believe strongly that the Commonwealth  should continue to fund the baseline, core services of Children’s Advocacy Centers so child victims of sexual violence receive a state of the art response while making every effort to reliably and successfully hold offenders accountable. 

Respectfully submitted,
YOUR  SIGNATURE
(YOUR NAME TYPED)


















*from Finding from the National Children’s Advocacy Center of Community Response to Child Maltreatment

