ADDRESS (of Representative or Senator)

ADDRESS

March 30, 2010

Dear (insert name of Senator/Representative):

I know that the legislature has very difficult work to accomplish in these tough fiscal times and it is for this very reason that I feel, as your constituent and as a  (INSERT… a survivor, professional, mother, father, concerned citizen- add what you’d like here), it is critical to highlight the importance of funding for victims of sexual violence for Fiscal Year 2011.  Massachusetts currently offers a state of the art, nationally recognized response to adults, teens and children who have been sexually abused or raped.  This program is facing disproportionate cut of 1 million dollars in the Governor’s budget, almost 1/3 of its revenue.  
Why should victims of sexual violence be targeted so extremely for cuts? 

In his recommendations for FY ’11, Governor Patrick has allotted only 2.1 million dollars for SANE in consolidated line item 4510-2500.  He created a retained revenue account for SANE in line item 4510-0811 but the account has a zero balance which means SANE will be down 1 million dollars for the coming year- this is unacceptable.
I urge you to do your part to fund SANE at $3,500,000, slightly below the level of the previous year (FY ’10).  This level will allow all of the programming to maintain critical core services.  I appreciate that the current fiscal crisis requires cutbacks and forces difficult decisions; however, for the overwhelming burden to be placed on victims of sexual violence is very concerning.  This program has already faced cuts in-line with others across the board.  However, this targeted, severe 33% reduction will have a devastating impact on the thousands of child, teen, and adult victims of sexual violence who depend on this efficient and expert service for themselves and their families when facing this devastating crime.  

The multidisciplinary SANE team compassionately and effectively works with victims to gather the evidence necessary to investigate and prosecute offenders.  Please do not put public health and safety at risk.

Sincerely,


[Your Name and Address]

Here is some background about the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program:

Previously contained in the Department of Public Health (DPH) line item 4510-0810, the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) program and the continuum of services offered through this program including rape crisis center medical accompaniment services as well as children’s advocacy centers (CACs) to ensure expert, comprehensive, free services are available in communities.  This model serves adult, teens, and child victims of sexual abuse in a coordinated, victim centered, and forensically sound manner.  Moreover, the comprehensive response offered to victims of sexual assault through SANE programming is also cost efficient by streamlining the responses, the resources, and efforts of multiple agencies. The common goal of all the programs involved is to reduce the risk of re-traumatizing victims and to impact public safety.  This treatment model and the focused expert services provide the most reliable method currently possible for holding sex offenders accountable. 
