TALKING POINTS WHEN CONTACTING YOUR LEGISLATORS:

·  Offer your NAME and where you LIVE

· Tell them that you are very concerned about the Governor’s budget recommendation for the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE)  program and the services offered through this program.

· Ask if they are aware that SANE and services offered through this program have been reduced by 1 million dollars in the Governor’s budget for fiscal year 2011 (this is a THIRD of the program’s budget).

· Tell them that SANE has typically been line item 4510-0810 in the Department of Public Health (DPH) budget but in the Governor’s budget for Fiscal Year ’11, SANE has been consolidated in line item 4510-2500 and the “retained revenue” account the Governor established for SANE in line item 4510-0811 has a zero balance which means the program will be cut by 1 million dollars.

· Ask if they knew that with a rather small budget, this line item funds not only the statewide Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner  (SANE) program for both adults AND children (Pediatric SANE) but funds rape crisis centers and children’s advocacy centers across the state. 
These programs provide gold standard, victim focused and COST EFFECTIVE interventions to victims of all ages.

· Remind them that in order to hold sex offenders accountable, expert intervention is vital. Rates of reports to the police and successful prosecution all increase significantly when the multidisciplinary SANE team is involved.

· State that you are concerned that victims are expected to bear the burden of budget cuts at a disproportionate and unjust level.  

· THANK THEM for their past support of SANE through properly funding the services in the past two fiscal years by keeping SANE cuts in line with other essential services in the Commonwealth.

Here is some background about the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program:

Previously contained in the Department of Public Health (DPH) line item 4510-0810, the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) program and the continuum of services offered through this program including rape crisis center medical accompaniment services as well as children’s advocacy centers (CACs) to ensure expert, comprehensive, free services are available in communities.  This model serves adult, teens, and child victims of sexual abuse in a coordinated, victim centered, and forensically sound manner.  Moreover, the comprehensive response offered to victims of sexual assault through SANE programming is also cost efficient by streamlining the responses, the resources, and efforts of multiple agencies. The common goal of all the programs involved is to reduce the risk of re-traumatizing victims and to impact public safety.  This treatment model and the focused expert services provide the most reliable method currently possible for holding sex offenders accountable. 

FACTS ABOUT CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTERS (CACs):

· Served over 6000 children in Massachusetts last year; 660 sexually abused  children under 12 received the specialized medical services of a Pediatric Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (Pedi SANE) within the child friendly setting of a CAC


· Provide coordinated investigations and medical and counseling services to child victims of sexual violence and severe physical abuse 


· Remove sex offenders from our communities faster through coordinated and 
legally sound investigations with specialized medical providers collecting forensic evidence


· Endorsed by the American Bar Association as the model approach for working with child victims of sexual violence 



· Saves the state $1,000 per case by coordinating investigations with a likely savings  to Massachusetts of approximately $6,000,000 last year 



· Provide early intervention for child sexual assault victims reducing later health and mental health issues 

� ABA endorsement of CAC model for child victim of sexual violence and abuse: � HYPERLINK "http://www.abanet.org/crimjust/policy/my09101d.pdf" ��http://www.abanet.org/crimjust/policy/my09101d.pdf��


� National Children’s Advocacy Center: Cost-Benefit   Analysis:     � HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalcac.org/professionals/research/CBA%20Executive%20Summary.pdf" ��http://www.nationalcac.org/professionals/research/CBA%20Executive%20Summary.pdf��


� Felitti, V.J., Anda, R.F.: The Adverse Childhood Effects (ACE) Study: � HYPERLINK "http://www.acestudy.org" �http://www.acestudy.org�





